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INTERPEETATION OF THE ACT OF
MAY 0.

At last, after more than two months of
anxious waiting, we hear from the Inter-
ior Department as to the view it takes of
thie pension legislation of the late session
of Congress, The Seerctary of the In-
terior writes to the Commissivner as fol-
lows: .

EECRETARY'S INSTRUC TIOXS,
WasnixaTox, June 30, 1900,

Tue CoMMISSIGNER OF DP'ENSIONS:
Sin—I1 have eavefully considered your

regquest for fustructions  respedting  the

proper administration of the pension #et
of May 9, 10900 (Public, No. ), which
reads as follows:

-\N "\“1' .

In smendment of seehons twe anid three
of an act entitled “An act Eranting
pensions to soldiers and sailors who are
tncnpacitated for the performiancee of
mamtd Libor, and providing for pen-
sions to widows, minor clitldren, and
depondent parents,” approved June 25,
1550,

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of
Reprexentativen. of the United  States of
America in Congress assembled, That sec
tions two and three of an act entitled “An
aet granting  pensiops  to soldiers nnd
sailors who are imcapacitated for the per-
formance of manual labor, and providing
for pensions to widows, miner chilidren,
and dependent parenis,” be, and the s
are hereby, amended so as to reid oS fol-
lows:

“SHee. 2 That all persons who served 90
days or more in the wilitary or davil
service of the Uaited States during the
Inte war of the rebellion and who have
been honoratily dischorged therefrom,. and
who are now or who may hereafter he
stlfering Crom any mental o physieal dis-
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THE CRISIS IN CHINA,

searcely any exaszert

There cun Le
tivn of the awful gravity of the "--I'I!I:!-!
tion in Clhina.

No deubt can longer exist that there
has been committed the foulest crime in
all history—the massaere of all the For-
eign Ministers, with their wives and chil-
firen, and those of their attaches. The
world bas never known such a gizantic
There is also little doubt
by tortures

crime ns this,
that this was accompanied
mnd cutrages that are Leyond description.

A splendid  Ameriean  regiment, gal-
lantly advancing to the rescue, hins Tisenn
cut to pieces with the lamentable loss of
fine soldiers.

This brings us face to face with a crisis
which we must met in the old-time Amer-
nneenquernble  courage
Nut our Na-
ity are involved, bt

jeun way, with
and determination.

tional honor and dig
every iuterest of Christianity and Civill-
zation. The whole civilized world is
aroused, and we must do our full share
for the suke of Christinnity and human-
ity. Our share must be proportionate to
our strepgth, our wealth, our resources,

liIiI_\'

our interests, our civilizution, our prox-
imity to the scene. In other words, our
ghare wust Le the princips]l one, as the
greatest Christian aund civilized power on
earth.

In the face of this awful crisis the
voice of gquernlous eavil and enrping erit-
jeism should be dumb. No matter what
s alleged to have led up to this monstrous
erime, there shonld be only one voice as
to how wo should deal with it. The whole
Americin people should be a mighty nnit
in demanding that Christianity and hu-
manity =hall be vindicated, and soulless
barbarism be repressed, no matter what
the cost.

The Administration acting with
commeiudable vigor, nnd hurrving forward
about 11,000 men to China. It should
call for at least 100,00 men to be ready
to immedintely  follow them, if these
should nut prove to be sutlicient. This
2 no time for small men snd half-way
mensures,  Severe ceonomy of blood nnd
Sreasure demands that there should be no
@oubt about the sufficicnes of the fores
gout, We have got the work to do, and
the more men we send now the fewer we
One hundred

is

shiull have to send later.
thousand men pow will be better than
1000000 men in six months., The Ad-
minfStration cun have at least 100,000
fairly trained men immediately, and it |
should avail itself of them and rise to the
level of one of the greatest emergencics

in all history.

Hox. W. P. Browxrow, of Tennessee,
who inflicted such a erushing defeat on
Henry Clay Evans, is attracting National
attention ns a capable politienl leader, and
the hesd of the Republican party in the
Bouth. He is only 48 years of age, Lint
@as accomplished wonders for himself in
thnt time., HHe belongs to the poor moun-
tain whites, and is o nephew of the fa-
mous Parson Browunlow. e was born
near Abingldon, Vu., and his father died
when he wis 12 yenrs old, leaving him
absolutely  without  money, education or
anght olee but a stout heart. He walked
300 uiles to Nashyille, to sce his uncle,

but he was given a cold reception, which |

infused into him a savege determination
10 muke something of himseif, He went
to work at the first thivg that offered—
mssisting a carpenter—and  then learned
the tioning busioess, and become a gl
workmau, Next he sold sewing machines,
and then tombstones, and bezan stodying
law. He Lad to qoit this for a time to
support Limself, und became fireman on a
ruilroad, and then in an emergeney Yan
an engine. Then he found favor in the
sight of his distinguished unele, who made
him & reporter on his Knoxville paper.
Then he bought a paper of his own, at
Jonesville, Tenn., and in I8S0 entered pol-
ftics. He is pow serving his second term
in Congress, and the Louisville “Courier-
Journal” suys that he is the greatest po-
litical boss that has appeared in the Sonth
since the days of Andy Johnson and Wim.
Mahone. He handled the MceKinley hoom
in Tennessee, and was virtuully the man-
ager in severn] Southern States, where the
Republican vote was larger than had ever
been kuown before. The “Courier-Jouy-
pul” says that he has buried Evans be-
yond resurrection.

Hox, Chas, A. Towne, nominee of the
People’s party for Vice-President, an-
nounces that Imperialism will be the main
issue in the campuign. Most of us would
be glad to have it so, but we shall know
more about it after the engugement really

ability or disabilities of @ permanent
clter, not  the result of  their own
i liakits, which ines pueitates
(hem from the performance of manual la-
b
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s o render them wonble to earn a
wt, =hall, upon makinge due proof of
. aeconlding to such roles and reg-
s e Seeretary of the Interior

Ihstinns
N way provide, be placed upon the list ol
invailid

pensioners of the  Uaited States,
entitled to reecive a pension not
2 F12 per mounth anid net less than
wth, proportioued (o the
iy 1o earn a sapport: and in de-
g suvh inaldlity each and every
¥ shall e daly considered, andhe
geeresite of the disabilities shown e rat-
L and such pension =shall commence frgm
of the filing of the application in
rean of Pensions, after the passage
E . upon proof that the disability
or disabilities then existed, and shall eon
tinge durving the oxistencs of the same:
Procided, That persons who are now re-
ceiving pensions under existing laws, or
whose claims are pending in the Burean
of DPensions, may, by applieation to the
Comuissioner of Pensions, it such form
as he may preseribe, showing themselves
eutitled thereto, receive the  benefits of
this sct; and nothing® herein contained
shall be so construed as to prevent any
pensioner therennder from prosecuting his
claim avnd receiving his pension vnder anyg
other gencral or special aet: Provided, hoie-
erey, That no person shall receive more
than one pension for the same period:
Aud provided further, That rauk in the
service shall not be considered in applica-
tions filed under this act.
“RBee, 3. That if any officer or enlisted
man who served 90 days or more in the
Army or Navy of the Unitsd States dir-
ing the late war of the relwliion, and who
wis honorably discliarzed hus  died, or
shall hereafter die, leaving o widow with-
ottt mens of support other thitn her daily
Iabor and an actoal net income not ex-
cerding 8250 peér year, or minor children
mnder the age of 16 yeurs, such widow
shall, upon due proof of ber hosboand’s
denth, withount proving his death to be the
vesult of his army Srvice, be placed on
the pension roll from the date of the ap-
plication therefor under this act, at the
rate of $8 per month during her widow
liood, and shall also be paid $2 ger month
for each cliild of such oflicer or enlisted
man unider 16 years of age; and in cuse
of the death or remarringe of the wildow,
leaving a child or children of such officer
or enfisted man under the age of 10 years,
sitch pension shall be pnid such child o
children until the nge of 16: Provided, That
in cuse n twiner child is insane, or other-
wise physically or wentally helpless, the
peusion shnll continne during the life of
=aitd child, or durisg the period of such
disability: and this provise shall apply to
all pensions Lheretofore granted or here
ifter to be granted under this or wny
former sgatnte; nod such pensions shall
commence from the date of application
therefor after the passage of fhis et
And provuded  further, 'That said widow
shall have warried sald soldier prior te
the pnssage of the said act of June 27,
15400
Approved May 9, 1000,

In legal effect no change In meaning is
wronight in section 2 by its amendment,
the only purpose of which was to remove
uny remote justification for varving or
diverse constructions of the section by tlie
some or suevesding officers of the Pen-
sion Burdaa, such ns were pepresented to
hnve ocenrred in the past,  Giving atten-
tivn now o that pertion of the section
whicli, in the oyizinal and amended forms,

|18 expressod in somewhat difforent words,
X

it 5 deurly commanuded that eael and
eviery mental or physicak infirmily of a
permanesit character, not the resali of the
applicant’™s own vicions linbits, il e
duly considered, and bis right (o 0 pen-
sionn nnd the g thervol shall be ddetoy-
mwined by the degree to which all of 1 hese
mfirmitios;, whether minor or  serious.
when conusiillersd together, render him un
able to ecarn a sapport by mannal labor,

The change in section 3 ix in the clonse
*a widow withont e of stupport other
than her daily Inbor and an wetval et
ineame not exceoding $2

ity with the
following recomuendation mwade by the
President in his lust anooal message to
the Congress:

“The Grond Army of the Republie at its
recent  Nationnl  Eneampment, held in
Phitadelphia, hins Lronzht to my attention
and to thuat of the ( ess the wikdom
and justice of a meodification of the third
sivtion of the act of June 27, 15M), which
provides peasions for the widows of of
ficers and enlisted men who sorved 10
days or more during the war of the re
aud were honorably  discharged,
provided that such widows are withont
other menns of support than theie daily
lnbor and were marvicd ta (e soldier,
sullor, or marine on acconnt of whose sep-
vice they cluim pension prior to the date
of the net.,

“The predent holding of the Department
is that if the widow’s income aside from
I daily Inbor does not excoed In fooant
what her pension wonld be, 1o wit, SH
per annu, she would be devined  to e
without other means of support than her
daily labor, and wonld be entitied to a
pension uuder this aet; while it the wid-
ow's ineome independent of the amonnt
| teevived Ty her as the pesult of hor daily
Livbor exeesds 20, she would not be pmi-
sionable under - the e, 1 sm sdvised
by the Commissioner of Pensions that the
amount of the income allowed before
title 1o pension woald be barred hos va-
ried widely under differont  administrea-
tions of the Pension Otliee, a8 well os
during different peviods of the same ad-
ministration, and has been the eause of
just complnint and eritivism,

“With the approval of the Secrotary of
the Interior the Commissioner of Pon-
sions recommends that, in order to make
the practice at all times uniform and to
do justice to the dependent widew, the
amount of income allowel independent of
the procecds of her daily kibor should be
not less thao $£250 per annnm, and lie
urges that the Congress =hall =0 smend
the act ns to permit the Pension Offiee
to grant peusionable statos to widows un-
der the terms of the third section of the
act of June 27, 1800, whose income aside
from the procecds of daily labor is not in
ecxcess of 8200 per anpune | believe this
10 be a hi..lllp_]l‘_ net of justice and heartily
reconuuend it

No discretion or judgment ean now be
exercised by the oflicers of the Pension
Buregu in determining what fueame, oth-
er than from ber daily labor, may e pos-
sessed by a widow withont disgualifyipg
her from receiving a pension under ‘this

opens.

seetion,  If such income does not exeeed
20 per anown, she is not therehy dis-
q qd, but if it exceeds that sum her

disqualifcation is made alsolnte by the
statute. 3

You will canse all applications for pen-
sion under this section, berctofore re-
jected, to be examined, and in each in-
stance where the conditions shown, it =till
continuing, bring the applicant within the
terms of this section as amended, yon will
notify the applicant of that fact, and wil
transmit to her a suitable Blank applica-
tion, simple in its arrangement and ecasily
nnderstond, npon which she may give the
necessary information as to whether she
vontinties to be a widew and “without
meansg of support other than ber daily In-
bor and an actval oet ineome not exceeid-
ing $250 per vear.” When this additional
information is reecived it will be eonsid-
ered, amd if it satisfactorily meets the re-
quirements of section & us amended a pens
sion will be allowed accordingly.

Yery respectfully,

(Signed) E. A, IHitonoorg,

Seerelary.

We are siacerely grateful 1o the Secre-
tary for winy things that he has said in
In the first place he takes the
proper view that the Act of May 9, 1000,
wias not new pension legislation, but mere-
leclaratory of the purpose of the Aet
of June 27, 1870, This sustains the view

-y
of Ter NaTioNvar Twmistrxe and of all
fricnds of the veterans as {o both acls,

and estops a number of ircitating difficul-

this,

which were suzgested and threatened
after the Act of May 9 became a law.
For this we thank him ngain,  We now
zo vizht along under the Aet of June 27,

'3

with its original pufpose made more ex-
plicit—and mandatory, All of the claim-
ant’s disabilities must now be taken into
aceonnt, his allowanee made commensu-
rite with their snm of impairment of his
phy=icnl strenzth, This is what we have
claimed that the Inw meant
done, and the way that
Conpissioner Loch-

was to be
Commissioner
Ranm constrocd it.
ren put ganother construction upon it.

dieecides that the
o widows'

The Seevelary also

clunse in regmidd incomes is
similarly mandatory, and tlait unless the
Governmaent ean show that the widow is
=41 of a net income, other than the
of her daily  libor,

$250, n pension must be allowed her.

e
exeending
The
directs
the re-examination of the rejected claims
and the allowance of those which have
bech rejectsd becanse the claimant may
have had an income of more thnn $H6 a
N,

We wish that Lhe had a similar explicit
dirtetion in regard to the invalid claims
rejected under the Act of June 27, 1890,

Upon receipt of this letter the Commis-

Iariu'vl-!:fi

Secrelry goes #till farthier, uand

sioner issned the following instructions to
the Examiving Surgeons:
COMMISSIONER'S INSTRUCTIONS,

Supplemental instructions to  Examining
Surgeons for their goidonee in the ex-
amipation of claimants for pension and
incresse of pension ler section 2 of
the aet of June 27, 1800, amended by
act of May 9, 1000,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Burrear oF PPEvsIoxNs,
Wasmixoron, 1. C., June 30, 1900,
| Cirenlar. ]

Section 2 of the get of June 27, 1860,
a8 amended by the act of May 09, 1900,
reads as follows:
“Here follows the act of Maz 9. 1900,
When an order for medienl examinag-
ticn under this section is issued by the
Burean it will so state upon its faoe.

The basis of ratings under this section
i% inahbility fo enrm o sapport by mnnnal
labor due to any mental or physieal dis-
ability or disabilities of n permanent char-
scter not the result of the claimant's own
vivious habits, T sehedule
rates for Incapaci froun auny
rite or combined disabilitios, It n
pension is allowed under this section, it
will be cither for $G, $5, £10 or $12 per
month. $G being the minimum and $12 the
i xisun.
The act of April 4, 1900, requires that
the report of Exnmining Surgeons shall
specifically state the ruting to which, in
their judgment, the clnimant is entitded.
This will be determined by giving due con-
siderntion to each and  every infirmiry,
and rating the degree or extent to which
all of these infirmitics, whether winor or
seriong, when considered togethoer, reador
the elnimant unalide to carn o support by
manual labor.  The result will be stoted
s 3G, $8, 810 or 312 per month, and not

RiY

ns G-18, 818, 10-18, ete., nor should there
be n separate rating of separate disabili-
ties, ns heretofore,

~ When in the judgment of the Esamin-
ing

the agoreginte of the dis-
les the claimant in a de-
materinlly affecting bis capacity for
ing a snpport by matual Inbor, the
o yute of 26 per month will be
statedl, o] wlhwn the eliimant is wholls
vnable to eirn a support or neiely so, by
tedisonn of his pofirmeithes,  the moaxitmim
rute of $12 per ith will Le stat i
imtermoediate dogrees of disghility

uf 88 or S0 per month will be stated,
acrordine to the doesres of disabality,

Bear in aind that the maximum rote
of pension under this section s %12 per
nodtith, ami that ey il the claimant
shoubd be so disaobdisk 25 to require the
stenlar wid and attendanoe of another per-
hisher rate catnet be allowed, and
Wl not be Pecotpennlil,

The age of the claimant is an importane
fuctor in fixing the rate, A claimant wha
has resched the age of 0 veuars is allowed

Surgeons
lities

L [

the maximom rate (Gr seaility alone, even
where there

ure n dul pensionalile dis

claimant who hias attainea
ars is allowed at east, the
winimum rate, wnless e appears 1o bave
unusuul vigor and ability for the perform-
anee of puumal abor in one of that e,
The effect of partial sendlity shonld b
considerad with other infirmities, where
are el and the ngzregate inea-

pacity llllul.l
The ¢ ionte must state whether the
evernl infirmitics  are  permanent, g

whether they are the vesult of the claim-
ant's  own vieciate habits,  Only  those
whicll are of a permanent character, and
got the regult of the claimant’s own vi-
cicus habifs, can be ¢ sidered iy fixing
the rate,

The eertificate most give o full and ae
envate deseription of each nnd ry dis
ability in aciardanee with general instric
tions i=sned el 16, 1),

It is desirable fur the proper adjndica-
tion of the claim that cach report of ox-
amination sholl contain an exact pen pie
tupe of the condition of the claimant and
an acenrate amd painaking dis stw ol
his infirmitivs in soch detail, a8 o wedi
el terms and deseriptions, @15 will enable
the medieal officers of the Burean to de-
termine accnrately the condition of the
chuimsnt,

. Cray Evass, Commissioner,

Approved:

E. A. Hrrencock,
Secretary of the Interior.

1

This is mere techuical than important.
Its only practical vajue is to direet the
Surgeons to combive the efeet of the dis-
abilitics and  pronounee upon  the result
upon the claimant’s ability to enrn a sop-
port by manvual laber. Practieally the
Exanining Surgeons have always Deen do-
ing this in thelr statements of the azere-
pute disabilities they found upon exami-
pution, The main complaint has not heen
upon the Examining Surgeons’ ratings but
the way their reports have boen treated
in the Pension Burean. The Bureau has
cut down or absolutely rejected the Ex
amining Surgeons’ estimates as to what
the claimant was entitled to. This has
been o bitter grievance in the minds of
the veterans, The real remedy must come
from reform in the practices of the Bu-

renn. There is no hiut that this will be
done,

Copyrighited, 185, by the publishers of TR NATIONAL
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Through to Our Lines.

The long afternoon passed away with
the cranky old locomotive still laboring
slowly northward.

Every turn of the worn, uneven wheels
hromght a jolt, a clatter, us if of some-
thing brenking, a shrick of grinding, un-
oiled nxles, and a visible straining of the
engine's powers., The track was so sunk-
en, nneven, and warped us to gauge, that
it seemed strange that engine or cars
stayed on.  The strap rails would ocea-
sionally turn up into “snake-heads,” which
wonld tear up the boards en the bottom
of the cars, and scare the inmates with
the dunger of stabbing them and wreck-
ing the ears, until the engine conld be
stopped and backed, the rail released, and
spiked down again. Then the water tanks
hiad either rotted down, or the pumps
were out of order, The engine seemed to
want to drink ns often as n lnzy school-
bow on a hot afternoon, and every time a
creek was handy, the two hard-worked ne-
groes on the tepder wonld replenish the
tank- by coarrying up water in buckets.
Then there were no wood-piles, and the
v stopped whenever he discovered
a fence-corner still standing, or a likely
lot of deadwond anywhere, while the ne-
groes eut it and piled it on the tender.

“They eall this railroading,” said
Shotty, scornfully. “Taiut as good as
pole-beating in high water on the Mud
Turtle River. I 1 counldn’t take & wash
biler and n set of wheels and tinker up 1
botter railrond than this out of any junk
shop in 8t, Lonis, I hope I may never
soe the back o my neck.”

“Anmd see them niggers chop,” said Si,
with the disgust of a genuine, skillful
Western axman.  “I think pap'd have n
fit it he seen apy one on his plage swing
an ax like that., 1 believe [ could goaw
a log in two with my teeth while they're
entting it, aud their kerfs must look like
the =ides of a rat-hole, How, in the name
o ponlnoss, i they ever git this coun-
iry eleared with sich timber-butchers as
themn?”

“I'hos haint cleared it up to any alarm-
ing  extent,” responded  Shorty, *and
they've bin mor'n 200 years at it. If them
niggers was up in Injianny they'd freeze
to death while cutting wood to warm
themselves,™

Their impatience was mollified, hoyw-
ever, by socing  signs  everywhera that
they were appronching  the main rebel
grmy, and presumably that of Sherpan,

Whenever the country  roads came in
view they were filled with wagons hanl-
ing forward supplies, or going back for
more, They passed traing on sidings,
londed with lean, long-horned cattle, the
gight of which excited 8i's derision.

“Theye wonlidn't let sich rusty stock as
that live to ent up the acorns und heech-
nuts and brekeyes up in Injianny," said
he.  “They're  all 'horns, and skin and
bones. I the rebels’d only butcher ‘em
where they #it 'em, and send on just the
meat they'd save  ecarrying  about Y00
pounds out o' every 1,000

Most gratifying were signs, inerensing
in frequency, which told to their sol-
dierly eyves where our cavalry had sue-
ceeded in reaching the  railroad. They
finally came to Lovejoy Station, where
there Iad been terrifie eavaley and_in-
fantry fighting Jhly 29 and 20, Wild
lavoe marked a wide extent. The depot,
with o large amount of cotton and pro-
visions, had Deen burned, together with
hundreds of wagons, and the unburied
carensses of the muples made a horrible
stenel.  Clonds of buzzards were wud-
dling arvomnd, gorging themselves. The
track had deen torn up for a mile or two,
and hastily «elnid with  green stringers
anid ties. Trees had been ent wholly or
partinlly off by shot and shells, and the
weeds and brush tramped down by the
furions rg=hes of horsemen and infuntry,

“First Time Leever wanted to belopg to
the cavalry,” suaid Shorty, gazing on the
broad range of blackened ruing,  “Seems
to me that a mun on o hoss with one o°
them rumy, holf-growed carbines, that
son load up Sunday to last the whole
weel, kin seatter more various Kinds o'
Lell over a bigger streteh o' ground than
he kin on foot with a Springfield rifle.
There conldn’t have hin a great many of
onur boays here, but they give them rebels
o awful rassle, and raised as much par-
tienlar Cain a5 o full arwy- corps could’ve
done,  Great boys, them cavalrymen of
ours,”

“1'd like to see the whole of Georgy
in the same condition,” aaid 8i, savagely.
“Fyen that wonldu't begin to pay up for
Andersanville.”

Some hours later they came to Jones-
hore, where the fate of Atlanta had heen
decided by their own  old  Fourteenth
Caorps flinging its mighty weight in a re-
sistless wur-torrent against the works
which had  protected  Hood™s remaining
railroad and his extreme left fank. It
wis the strong, ernshing blow which haa
toppled the rebel bopes into cureless rain,
and changed the  jabilations in Atlunta
into white-lipped terror over the inevita-
Lile dloon, ut thouzh the event had
been infinitely greater than at Lovejoy's
Station, the  black, far-reaching  wrack
amnd ruin were not 2o hnpressive.  There
were the long lnes of red earthworks
over which the fight had raged so fear-

fully that September afternoon, with
their tangling abatis and  obstruetions

that had cost such a  sad reckoning of
high-sonled, patriotie lives, and there were
wrecked honses and shattered trees angd
mpnerons carcasses of horses and mules,
But what, to soldier eyes, told the tale
unst impressive were the long rows of
newlv-miaile graves searring the hillsides,
tavaged fiehls  and  houseless chimoeys
and foundations had no tongues so elo-
quent ny the length of those lines of eluy
monnds,

What had enconrnged the  boys even

more  thun  the  aeinterrupted progress
northward was the conduct of the gunrils,
On the way to Andersonville there wopre
guards in and on top of every cur, every
movement of the prisoners was sternly
witehed, and every order enforeed by Jev-
eling a gun.  Several men were shat on
the way down, and many more shot at.
Now there wias ouly a haondfol of gunnds,
under a Lieatetant, aid they Seemed so
indifferent s to what the prisoners might
de that they sl wént back into the ecu-
Lo nod stayed' thiere,
‘Mebbe thes think it's no use guariling
" osnpggested SE *There ix pothing to
(e one euvaley and the rebels’ has
bin over the covitry, and if a1 man tun
awny he'd starve to death before he'd
it very e .

While ther were tvaiting at one of the
crecks for the negroes to Gl up the tank
with their buckets i and Shorty took the
boys down to the*wWater for a good wash,
which they sndly needsd, since the heat,
dust aud  grime. Were  fearfol.  They
cleansed ont Pete’s  and  Sandy's gan-
greneis sores tenderly with soft paw-paw
leaves, and applicd AN Russell’s favorite
preseription @f & poultice of  white-ouk
burk, bound o with' paw-paw strips.

The engineer ¢f the train came up to
them, wiping bis hands on a piece of cot-
ton waste, in ‘the perfanclory muanner of
his tribe, He ca8t a glance sround to see
that all the guands were shout the ea-
hoose out of earshot and their attention
direeted  elsewhere.  The  negroes, too,
were at some distance.  He pulled ont his
knife, and looking around as if searching
for a withe of some Kind to use on the
enzine, stepped behind o sereen of bushes,
and with a quick motion of his head in-
dicnted a desire for 8i to come up to Lim,
where they would be out of sight.

“Where are you fellers from?" he

asked.

“I"rom Injiunn{." answerdd Si
“So I thought I overheard some of yon
say back there apiece.  From what part
of Indiana?*

“From Bean Blossom Crick, down on
the lower Wabash."

“Ciracions; I come from Evansville my-
self. 1 began ruilmdmgi on  the old
Evansville & Terre — {ante—ecandy-

butcher and paper- hien 1 got a job
tiring on the S‘I;Ioboi ppi. e

ltmeJ to take water at DBean Blossom
Urick; remember the place well,”

_ *The thunder you did,” said SI, de-
lightedly. “Why, you must know lots of
folks that 1 do. Remember old Whazzle,
that run the hot-air pumpicg-engine?”

“Yes; but this ain't ne time for miscel-
lnneous chinning, I must talk mighty
quick, for if them rebels ketch me talking
with you 1'll get it, and then it'll all be
np. fon see, they watch us enginecrs
like hnwks, and they've got to. We're all
from the North. None of these clay-eat-
ers down bere's gol sense encugh to run
an engine. The boys are giving them the
jump, and skipping to the Yankee lines
every chance they get, until they ain't
half enough engincers in the South to do
the work., They've shot and hung sev-
eral that they canght skipping, but that
only lessens the number of engineers,
don’t make any more for them. Lots
mare o the boys'd vamoose if they didn’t
have their fawilies down here. Now
listen: I'm dead sot to get away. Can't
vou help me? Can’t you work me through
with your squad?”

“We'll do our durned best,” answered
Si, with cordial acquicscence.

“Good,” responded the engineer. joy-
fully.  “We're not going to get up to East
I’oint, where the exchange takes place,
until some time in the night, I'll see that
we don't get there any too early, even it

that old jerkwater thrasbing machine
could make it. I've got some Yankee
togs in my box on the engine, which 1
can_put on,"—

“Yes," chimed in 8f, whose mind was
acting quickly, for ke saw the Lieutenant
sanntering down toward the engine, prob-
ably to see why the train did not start.
“Your name's Tom Radbone; you belong

to Co. Q, 200th Injianny Volunteer In-
fantry, Capt. MeGillicuddy’s company,

vou was taken at the charge on Kenesaw,
27th of June, and you belonged in An-
dersonville to the First Squad o' the Four-
teenth Detachment, Got all that?"

“Pomn Radbone, Co. Q, 200th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry, Capt. MeGillionddy's
company; captured in the charge of Kene-
saw, June 27; belonged in Andersonville
to the First Squad of the Fourteenth De-
tachment,” repented the engineer, slowly.

“That's all right. Say it over and over
agin, till yon git it pat, and kin rattle it
off without batting an eye We'll work
¥ou through if there's a quarter chance.
?Iind.yuur eye, now. Here comes the
ont.”

The engineer, who had cut a hickory
sprout while he was talking, trimmed it
ns he delicbrately walked toward his en-
gine,

“Why ain't ¥o' a-gwine on, engineer?”
nsked the Licutenunt, rather crossly.
“Seems ter me ¥'re allers takin® water,
an' a long time doin' hit every time.”

“I don’t know of no way o' running an
engine without giving her all the water
she nesds,” responded the engineer, coolly.
“The niggers've bin totin' the water up
as fast as they could. They ain’t no
steam force-pumps"

“What're yo' doin’ off yer injine, any
wiay, and down thar in the brush, foolin'
away yer time?”

“I wasn't foolin' away my time,” re-
gponded the engineer, sharply, *“I've got
a link on thar that’s hound to give away,
and likely to do it any minute. I was
huntin® 8 good withe to hold things to-
gether until we kin git throngh”

Si, overhearing the conversation, no-
ticed how the engineer, when speaking
to the Lieutenant, instinctively adopted
the tone and pronunciation of the South,
while when speaking to him his articula-
tion was that of his native Indiana.,

“Well, git on yer injine, and let's start,
for the Lord’s siuke,” suaid the Lientenant.
“We'uns won't git nothin' ter eat till we-
‘uns git  back, an’ we'uns’ll starve ter
denth at this rate,”

“It seems us if we are certainly going
izht straight to our lines, Shorts,” sain
8i, after they had talked over I{;E mat-
ter of the cengineer, and discussed ways
ol means of working him through the
lines with their squad.  “I've never felt
dend « ain of it till this minute. We've
bin disappointed o often, that it seemed
to e #emething mizht turn op to block
ns, But now it's ns sure as anything kin
be that if this train keeps on running
we'll land with old Shermuan before many
hours. [ have to eateh hold o' myself to
keep from just jumpin' up and down and
hollering. I wonder what part of our
lines we'll come into? [ wonder who'll
be there? Wounldn't it be just too great
if we should strike our old division? It'd
be too good if we should strike our old
brignde the first thing, and find the 1st
Oshkosh, or the Manmee Muoskrats, or the
IKaukakee Railsplitters, or even that new
Michigan regiment that just came in.”

“Auybody in blue clothes who carries a
gun "Il do me,"” answered Shorty. “Bat
what I've bin thinkin® of is that we're a
mighty sick looking gang to go around
where there are any decent soldiers. We
wouldn't allow sich a raft o' senrecrows
ns we are to even go back among the
teams,  Just lpok at us, won't yen?’

“Well, T eonfess [ haint bin thinking
mueh about looks,"” ssid Si, taking a real-
Iy comprehensive survey for the first time,
“Hut I should say that if we wnz put up
at anction on onr looks, we wouldn't bring
constable’s sale prices. In faet, T don't
think T ever saw a tongher looking gang
o ronstanbouts anywhere,™

Shorty had long ago lost even the apol-
agies for shees which he had worn into
prison, and with them had gone npearly
all of his pantaloons np to his knees and
of his shirt sleeves to his elbows,  His
goenerons-sized feet and hairy limbs never
were pretty in their best estate, and this
was far from being their best estate, His
shock of red hair was tangled and mat-
tedd, nnd on it Iny a ragged hat made of
the bonghs of the long-leaved pine. The
skin of hiz face was pecling off from the
puisoning, and the fringe of red beard on
hig faee ragged and bleached by the sun
into discordant shades, Si had the rem-
wints of what had once been shoes on his
feet and held on by strips of bark, but
as to the vest he was a tattered and di-
lapidated mateh for his partoner. He was
only worse frazzled than the rest of the
squiad beeanse there was much more of
him to frazzle.

They had lost so much time that the
Lieutenant wans told to stop his train on
a switch, a mile or two out, to get out of
the way of the train expected from the
front with exchanged rebel prisoners, and
wait there till morning.

“You "uns kin git onten the kyars, an'
lay down on the ground if ¥'d ruther,"”
said the Sergeant of the Guard to the
boys when the train finally stopped.

“But ain't you going to give us some-
thing to eat?" asked 8i. “We haint had
nothin® since yesterday, and we're almost
starved.”

““Thar haint nothin' fer you 'uns, We
expected ter make yer lines ter-day, an'
no rations wuz allowed fer vou ‘uns, You
‘uns ‘Il jist have ter tucker hit out until
you 'uus git ter yer folks ter-morrer.”

While Si and Shorty were vet digesting

this dismal announcement, the ex ed
min{f from the frout came along, loaded

with exchanged rebels. It was stoppﬁll “Yer mouty right 1 do. Like hit best o

there and the men assorted up into squads
by the light of pitch-pine fires to go to
their various commands. Si and Shorty
studied them, nnd contrasted their condi-
tion with their own. AH scemed well fed
and well clothed, and to have been great-
Iy benefited by a period of rest in the
comfortable barracks and well “policed™
prison camps of the North, where they
had bhad an sbundance to eat and more
facilitics for kecpiog clean than they
cated to use, They were all ready for
immediate field duty. Each had on his
fzet o pair of substantinl shoes and car-
ried & large bundle, in which was a good
blunket—all gifts from the generous tiov-
ernment they were fighting to destroy.
Everyone carried a haversack, which had
been filled with food before they had
started from our lines,

“Think o them whelps having the
gracelessness to go right back to-morrow
to fightin' the Goveroment,” said Si, “af-
ter all that they've seen and got.”

“There's some kind o' curs that the bet-
ter you feed and treat ‘em the quicker
they are to take the first chauce to bite
yon," responded Shorty. “Just give us
the whack they've been havin® aut Uncle
Sam's rations, and we'll take the fight
out o' them in short order.”

As things quicted down for the night,

“T'VE GOT SOME YANKEE TOGS,” SAID THE ENGINEER.

the engineer sli op to them through
the darkness, e was greatly agitated.
the change by which the Union lines were
to be approached in daylight scemed to
frustrate his plans. He declared he
would almost rather dle than go back with

train.

“Talk mbout Andersonville being so
bad,” he said. “It is only a little worse
than the rest of the infernal Southern
Confederaey, and not so muach worse than
railroading. I've been just as much a
prisoner for the last three years as you
have been, and without any hope of ex-
change. T may have had a little more to
eat than you had at Andersonville, but
I've bin worked at all hours of the day
and night, and worse 'n they'd work any
of their niggers, and all for nothin’. What
they call my wages won't hardly buy me
prison grub. [ take my life in my hands
every minute I am on that crazy old scrap
heap of an engine; and then the way I'm
lorded over by every ignorant Yahoo with
chicken guts on his sleeves, like that Lieu-
tenaut back there, makes me so hot at
times that I can hardly keep from piling
up the whole train in the bottom of a
river and killing eversbody on board. I'll
certainly do it, if they keep me here an-
other month.”

“I feel pretty sure we kin work you
throngh somehow, even if it is daylight,”
said 8i. “Can't we, ¥y

“Well, if we can't I hope I may never
sea  the back o' my neck responded
Shorty, awnkened to the fullest interest
by the double opportunity of helping &
Union man and of hurting the rebels. “If
we can't beat this gang of dumb rebel
steers in a little game of that kind I['ll
swear off gaming."”

They put their heads together to con-
coct a scheme which could not and must
naot fail. The engineer had been up
there before, and had some knowledge of
the way things were conducted, The
truin would rmn up to a short distunce of
a line of rebel guards stretching across
the track. A few rods in front of them
and facing them was a similar line of
Union guards. The Yankee prisoners
wonld get off the train and pass through
the lines in single file between a rebel and
a Union officer, who checked their names
a8 they were called, and the men an-
swered and passed.

“That'll be all right,” said 8i. “I put
Tom Radbone’s name on my list which
I made out for the rebels down there at
Andersonville. Tom belonged to our com-
pany, and was killed just as we entered
the abatis, in the charge at Kenezaw. But
I put his name down beciuse there was
one of the fellers who worked on the
tunnel with us that we wanied to take
alomg, but he was too sick to be moved
and was left behind, You just wash that
smut offen your face ‘and hands and kiv-
ver "em with common dirt, and put on
them Y.ankee togs yon spoke of, throw
away your shoes, fall in with us, and
answer to that name, and you'll go
throngh all right.” . N

“I conld’ve done that all rizht, if we'd
've come u.]‘lr in the night, as we exl;'n-cted.
for I'd've dodged around, same's I'm do-
ing now. But a couple o' the boys that
went up ahead o' me skipped, and now
the rebels are keen that I shan’t. [ heard
them give orders to the Lieutenant to put
a mun on the enjine with me when we
zot near the lines, and not to let me leave
the enb until I'd run the train clear back
here,”

This did not daunt Si or Shorty, but
called for still more eareful planning.
Nearly the rest of the night was spent in
preparation.,

Shorty had onece fired for a few days
on a locomotive, and gained some knowl-
edge of the rudiments of engine-tunning.
It was decided that they would ail get into
the next ear to the locomotive, and that
the train should stop at some convenient
phlice  just before the rebel line was
reached, and hie and the engineer change
places. Shorty run the engine dovwn, stay
on until the engineer was safely across
the line, and then come up, demand his
pliaee and go through with the rear of the
bateh of prisoners.

Shorty and the engineer were of some-
what the same age, hight and build. The
engineer bronght a pair of shears from his
box, with which he cropped Shorty’s hnir
and beard to about the sume stubble-
lenzth us his own. He bad an extra pair
of old over-ulls, and u capacious pair of
carpet slippers, which he had worn when
his feet and legs had become swaollien from
longz standing.  These Shorty put on, anad
smeaved himself  liberally  with  engine
zrime.  The engineer used his last piece
of his eavefully-trensured =oap in remov-
fog frow bimself every trace of his char-
acteristic soiling, which he repluced with
a soldierly sweated dust.

The next thing was to manage the
guard in the cab. Shorty was in the mood
for braining him with the monkey-wrench,
and throwing his body off in the ditch,
but it was finally decided that when the
cugine stopped Si should do something to
enguge his attention, and get him off the
gggine. when it would be started without

im.

The train was started early the next
morning, nnd ran  along to within two
miles of the rebel line, when it came to a
sharp curve to the feft. This hid the
vight side of the engine from the view
from the caboose. e engineer jumped
off to this side, oil can and wrench in
hand, and walked to the rear truck and
stooped down as if to scrutinize something
that had gone wron there. Instantly,
Shorty was by his side, and some light-
ning transformations of garments were
made in the shadow of the overhanging
trucks.

At the same moment Si, leaning far out
of the car-door, called to the guard:

“Suy, guurd, do you like honey?"

uny thing in the world "cept ole peach
brandy.™

“Well, T kin show yon whers youn kim
git a bar'l of it. Never seen sich a bees
tree before in my life, and I've bina 3
bew-hunter ever since 1 was knee-
| Grent Seott, but she’s a big one.”™

“Whar is hit? Which way Is hit?™
asked the guard, straining his eves in the
direction Si was lowking and pointing.

“Right over there, not more’n a hun.
dred rods away. Come back here, an®
yon kin see it plain”

The gnard, full of eagerness, jumped
down and ran back to Si.

“There.” said Si, pointing with the
grentest earnesiness,  “See that hig shell-
bark, with the top Blowed out?  Now,
over to the left a rod or two you'll see a
Lig sweet gum.”

“Yes; [ see ‘om™ answered the gnard.

“Well, right bhetwixt 'em, a few rods
further on, is a biz syeamore. It's just
swarming with hees, and they're fiying to
it from every direction. Look up there.
See ‘em fiying thot way, thick as muske-
Toes ¥

The guard east his eyes upward in
search of the honey-bearers so plain to Si's
ere. He had & firm belief in the %eens
eyed “bhee-hunters."

_'l']uz-‘two negroes were on the ground
with him stroining their eyes in the same
dlr:\'clm:i'. . ho

At that moment , who_ had
climbed on the engine, wre;tcyh and ofl can
in hand, rang the bell, and pulled the lever
of the throttle. The train started with
a bonnd. There was po time for the
guard to get back. Encumbered with his
musket he grablied at several ears befors
he sueceeded in cntehing one, and climbed
in with the as=sistance of the prisonera.
The negroes got on later and climbed
the top of the cars, where they sat un
the engine should stop,

The engine made good time for the rest
of the distance, and almost ran over the
zuard stationed on the track, for Shorty
haud become so excited at the sight of the
Flug flonting in nmong the trees, and the
line of armed men in blue uniforms, thae
he felt impelled to rnn over a rebal by
way of celebrating the ocension. But he
bronzht the engine to a stand-still, amid
# chorus of yells from the zuards, and
orders from the office mingled with
some  disparaging  remarks about the
“Yaunkee engineer.”

The overjoyed boys poured off the cars
and feasted their cyes on the sight of the
Fing and our men.

“Fall iu, men. Fall Into singie line at
once, with the right resting lere,” sald
robel officers. with bnsiness promptitnde.
“Hurry up. for we've no time to waste.”

e boys needed no second bidding. St
took lis stand nt the place indicated, with
the engineer next to him and the rest im-
mediately behind.

“Forward, march,” commanded the
rebel, "{:all out your 1:uunes 88 you come
up ter them men with pens and papers,
H.;ld dw.?l: thar till they tell you l:.er Eo
nhead.

“Josinh Klegg,” said 8i, “Sergeant, Co,
Q. 200th Injinnny Volunteer Infantry.”

“Right. o ahead.” said the tally ‘man.

, “Thos. Radbone, Co. Q, 200th Injinnay
Volunteer Infantry,” said the engineer,
with a perceptible shake in his voice.

The tallymen had to hunt down to the
end of Si's list before they found it

;Fight. Go nhead.”

ontgome! Scruggs, Henry Jos)
Alfred Russell, Gideon Mackall, Alexnnggx:
Baker and Peter Skidmore were passed
and checked off.

“Where's Corporal Daniel Elliatt?”" In-
quired oneof the checkers. “He's in your
squad, and should be here)”
M“l{e must've got in :;;nlq:er ecar. He'll

along soon,” answe Si, pressing on
toward where the Flag ﬂoated.p =

{To be continued.)

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE submitted a
list of questions to Commissioner Evans
as to his practice under the amended
laws. He wrote his answer to each, and
we give them herewith:

1. If a soldier or sailor of the war of
the rebellion served 80 days and has bsen
honorably discharged, and had pending on
May 9, 1900, an_uapplication for Euulnn
under the act of June 27, 1890, will he be
required to fle a formal application un.
der the act of May 9, ][)0(']). in order to
secure the benefits of the liberal rating
allowed under the act of May 9, 19007

Answer. Law says he ll—not ne-

CPSSATY,
2. It such a sollier or =ailor has hers-
tofore ap;!_!ibd for a pension under the act
of June 27, 1900, and his claim has been
rejected, either before May 8, 1000, or
since that date, on the und that he
is not disabled in a ratable degree,

he he required to file a formal application
umder the act of May 9, 1800, in order to
secure the reconsideration of his ecase ug-
der the liberal ratings allowed under E&
aet of May 9, 19002

Auswer. Yes.

&It a soldier or szilor is pensioned un-
der the act of June 27, 15‘0, and had
pending on May 6, 1000, an application
for an increase of his pension. in which
egse he had been examined prior to May
9, 1900, will he be required to file a for-
mal application under the act of May 9,
1!005,1. in order to get the benefits of said
aet?

Answer, No.

4. If a soldier or sailor is pensioned on-
der the act of June 27, 1890, and had
pending on May 8, 1000, an application
for an inerense of pension, althongh he
had not been examined by Board of Sur-
zeons until after May 9, 1900, will he be
requived to file 8 formal application un-
der the set of May 9, 1900, in order to
ot the benefits of said act?

Answer. No.

5. Will a pension be allowed under the
act of May 8. 1900, for a lesser degree
of disability than under the pructice that
obtained prior to that date in the consid-
erntion of invalid clwims for pension filed
under the act of June 27, 18007%

Answer. Same practice prevails,

There is far mor» hope in this than In
anything that has emanated from the
Pension Bureag for a long time. In the
first place, a man having an applieation
row pending before the Bureau will not be
required to file anew, but ean eontinne to
prosecute his claim, and save his arrears.
But if his claim has been rejected he
must file & new claim. Sinee the Secre-
tury has decided that the Act of May 9
is not new legisiation, superseding the old,
we will still have the benefit of the Act
of March 6, 1896, giving him arpears from
the date of the orizinal fling of hkis
cloim, - -

Now the main thing is the netnal work-
ing of the Burean under these new roles,
That is, in fact, evervthing,. We have
had rules and orders before.  We shall
have to wait and see the way they are
curried out.

Toe Oth U. 8. has a history duting
from 1855, when it was orgenized, with
Geo. Wright, of Vermont, as Colonel. Tt
was stationed on the Pacifie Coast dor-
ing the rebellion. In 1869 the 27Tth U, S.-
wius consolidated with iv. The 27th bad
o brilliant record in the Ammy of the
Cumberlund, reaching  from  Corinth
through all the fighting of that army to
Jonesboro.  All the field officers when the
vegiment went to Ching were men who
hadd risen from the ranks. €Col. Liscum
had been a private in the Ist Vi.; Lieut.-
Col, Chas. A. Coolidge a private in the
15th U. S; Maj. Jesse M. Lee a private
in the 55th Ind.: Maj. Morris €. Foote a
wivaie in the -Hth N. Y. and Maj. Jas.
tegan & musician in the 2d U. 8.  Capt.
John P. Finley was a private in the Sig-
nal Corps; Capt. A. W, Brewster a Vol-
um.cer A. Q. M. in the Spanish war;
Capt. John Sigworth a private in Rat-
tery t U. 8. Art.; Licut. E

Koehler a private in the Sth U. S.; Lieut.
H. I. Bethers a private in the 1st T. S.;
Lient. F. L. Munson a private in the Gth
U. 8. Lient. J. B. Schoeffel a private in
the 9th U. S.: Lieut. W. R. Naylor a Sec-
ond Lientenant in the 14th Minn.; Lieut.
E. R. Gibson a private in the 20th U. 8.;
Lient. E. A. Bumpus a private in the 1st
Mass. H. A. (Spanish war); Second Lieut.
Renben Smith a Second Lientenant in the
14th Minn. (8 h war); Second Lieut.
. . Lang, t- r, 1st Me.;
Second Lient. W. H. Waldron, Q. M.
Sergeant 2d W, Va.;: Second Licutenant

Allen Smith, Corporal, Ist Wash.; See-
ond_Lieut. Chas. 8. Foster, Sergeant, 1st

. .




